[Financial compensation for asbestosis patients].
Asbestosis in the Netherlands is a rare work-related form of pulmonary fibrosis caused by long-term, intensive exposure to asbestos. It can have a great impact on patients' quality of life and life expectancy even 20-30 years after initial exposure. The Dutch Institute of Asbestos Victims (IAS) mediates between the victims and their employers or former employers about payment of compensation. Liability procedures against a previous employer are long and stressful. Since 1 April 2014 it has, therefore, been possible to receive financial aid from the state. The IAS and the Netherlands Asbestosis Panel determine who is eligible for this. In this article we look in detail at the conditions for, and the process of, application for this financial aid. Since the introduction of this arrangement, more than 250 asbestosis victims have applied for aid; so far, 65 applicants have met the required conditions.